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MEDIA NOTE 
 

United States Review of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
 
The Department of State has created a new website to enable public input during the U.S. review 
of its position on the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.  On April 20, 2010, 
United States Permanent Representative to the United Nations Ambassador Susan E. Rice 
announced at the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues that the United States 
has decided to review the U.S. position on the Declaration.   
 
The Administration recognizes that, for many around the world, this Declaration provides a 
framework for addressing indigenous issues.  During President Obama's first year in office, tribal 
leaders and interested non-governmental organizations (NGOs) encouraged the United States to 
reexamine its position on the Declaration - an important recommendation that directly 
complements our commitment to work together with the international community on the many 
challenges that indigenous peoples face.   
 
As part of the U.S. government’s review, the U.S. Department of State, together with other 
Federal agencies, will be hosting consultations with federally-recognized tribes and dialogues 
with interested NGOs and other stakeholders.  The consultation and meeting schedules will be 
listed on the website located at http://www.state.gov/s/tribalconsultation/declaration.  Tribal leaders, 
NGOs, and others are encouraged to contribute to the review by emailing us at 
Declaration@state.gov, or by submitting comments via mail to the Department of State at:  S/SR 
Global Intergovernmental Affairs, U.S. Department of State, 2201 C Street N.W., Suite 1317, 
Washington, D.C. 20520.  Written comments are requested by July 15, 2010 to ensure that they 
can be given due consideration in the review. 
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